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Socio - cultural Perspectives on Education

“"Where certainty and facts were once synonymous with ‘being knowledgeable’, now it is attitudes and
dispositions that are seen as important prerequisites for effective participation in a diverse and changing
world. Ask any group of parents or teachers what aftributes children of today will need as adults to live
socially responsible and fulfiling lives and answers will be similar. They are likely to include: motfivation; a
capacity for respect and tolerance; an ability to collaborate with others; an inclination for risk-taking,
inquiry and problem solving.”

Hatherly & Richardson, 2007

Dear Parents,

We made it! The final stretch is here, the end in sight; a triumph for all students,
parents, and teachers alike. Our students have worked so hard this past year, and

their efforts are evident in the quality of work they are producing! Indeed, we already
see them rising to their full potential. While it is very clear that our students have
retained a lot of information, what is more rewarding to see is how they have become
more skilled learners. Each one of them is more independent, confident and
empathetic. They are thinking more abstractly and have increased attention skills.

True to our holistic philosophy of education at Indus Early Learning Centre, this month
has provided multiple opportunities for our students to experience authentic academic
and value based learning through interacting with primary sources of information.
These have included; interacting with others in social settings both inside and outside
the school, going on field trips, and exploring and investigating through real world
experiences.




Beating the Heat in the IELC Swimming Pool

With the summer heat now being felt in full force, our IELC students participated in
swimming classes with extra zeal and enthusiasm. Thanks to the consistent efforts of
our swim coach Ms. Kajal, students have shown tremendous progress over the recent
weeks in developing their swimming techniques, specifically the ‘free style’ stroke as
they ‘beat the heat’ and made use of IELC’s picturesque swimming pool facilities. We
look forward to having you all for the IELC Whitefield Aquatic meet on Friday, May 3",
where our students will showcase their swimming skills learnt in the pool.

International Art Competition in Slovenia

This year, we were honoured to participate in the 27th International Art Contest, held
annually in Slovenia, with the theme "A Place in Green." Open to students aged 6 to
15, spanning grades 1 to 9, the competition provided a platform for budding artists to
showcase their talents. We are delighted to announce that Abhimaan Mishra, a Grade
1 student, has been awarded the Bronze Award. This achievement not only highlights
Abhimaan's artistic abilities but also reflects our institution's commitment to nurturing
creativity among our students. We extend our sincere congratulations to Abhimaan for
this remarkable accomplishment.
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SPARK — An Inquiry into Scientific Thinking

We named our Science fair — SPARK as the process generated lot of Critical thinking,
Curiosity and Creativity. This year as you all are aware that we have enhanced science
learning, aligning with the main school’s vision of enhancing academic rigour. Our
students rose to the challenge and have been inquiring into scientific thinking and have
explored many aspects like magnifying glass, density, states of matter, friction,
properties of light, mixing of primary colours, fossils and many many more. Our
students from Reception to Grade 1 were so excited to put on their scientific critical
thinking caps and explain the experiments and their application in real life to parents.
Thank you dear parents for encouraging our little scientists.







Festival Celebrations in April

The month of April was filled with celebration and IELC did not leave any stones
unturned in celebrating them. We celebrated Ugadi, Eid, Baisakhi, , Earth Day with
panache.




News from the classroom:




Nursery

As part of our UOI community helpers, children were introduced to different community
helpers like policeman, vet, fireman and doctor. The children enjoyed pretend playing
like chefs and made a fruit salad, which they got to eat toooo.

In math children practiced counting from 1 to 5 and were introduced to a new concept
of in and out.

During language children did a recap of letter sounds of the vowels and were
introduced to colours in Hindi through a song.

Reception

In UOI children have been introduced to the concept of Water. They have learned
about the importance of water, and the uses of water and are learning about the




sources of water. We also learned how to save water responsibly. The children had a
great time doing different experiments with water.

For their problem-based learning this term, the Reception children listened to the story
‘The Water Princess’ and exhibited empathy, critical thinking and social skills. They
carried a pot full of water on their head and experienced how heavy it was and came
up with empathetic suggestions to help Princess GieGie from the book. The End of
Unit celebration was a great success, as parents took part in different games with their
children and generously contributed towards the potluck brunch.
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Prep 1

This month, our Prep 1 children were busy finding out about 'Materials'. While inquiring
into the unit under the transdisciplinary theme “How the World works”, the Prep 1
students undertook many experiments to gauge a better understanding of the
properties of different materials, like whether materials float or sink, are transparent or
opaque, heavy or light, etc. Our little inquirers furthered their learning by hypothesising
about how uses of materials are directly linked to their properties. Along with this
children continued with the spell quiz, deep reading and reflections. To further their
understanding of the Unit, Ms. Maya conducted a pottery session where children
created artefacts and decorated them with different materials like glass, plastic,
sequins, wood, paper, etc. with a lot of interest and enthusiasm.




Prep 2

Students of Prep-2 were introduced to poems this month. They learned different kinds
of poems like cinquain, acrostic and list poems. Children were introduced to different
kinds of poems through Play-based activity, where all the children went to the
backyard and found different things like leaves, feathers, grass, baby coconuts,
mangoes etc. These objects acted as inspiration for our budding writers and they
added descriptive words for each object. Students were also introduced to fiction and
nonfiction stories after which they went to the library to find one fiction and one
nonfiction book each. They also wrote their own fiction and nonfiction stories. Prep 2
students can’t wait to share their work of fiction with their parents for their graduation
day.




Grade 1

Children have now delved into inquiring into the new unit — ‘Web of life’, under the
transdisciplinary theme “Sharing the planet”, where they looked into classification,
characteristics, adaptations, food chain, and habitats of different animals. We also
read many books on different animals, their habitats, and how they adapt to the
environment. Children presented their own research about animal adaptation in
posters. In Language, children have been introduced to the concept of instructional
writing. Going further they enjoyed making lemonade as a class project and wrote
down the ingredients and steps to be followed to make good lemonade.

Children have also been engaged in deep reading classes where we read books like
Andres and his Rubik’'s Cube Madness, Izzy Gizmo, and Journey. Children then
reflected on their thoughts through a group discussion in class where they made
predictions and explored their imagination as well. We had a surprise reader who read




us a wonderful story ‘The Go Away Bird’, which stirred up a lot of thinking and reflection
among the children. Thank you, Ms. Atika for the wonderful book reading session.

Important Dates in May

May 3" — IELC Aquatic meet for Prep 1, Prep 2 and Grade 1- Parents are invited.
May 10" - Mother’s day Celebration at school.

May 24" — Prep 2 Graduation — Prep 2 parents are invited

June 4™ — PAC Annual Meeting

June 6" — Student Led Conference — PTM

June 7" — End of the year Class Party

June 8™ - August 5" — Summer Break for Students

Warm Regards and best wishes:




Priyanka Khurana

Head of Centre

Indus Early Learning Centre — Whitefield
+919740297035

+919739200007sr,

@ priyanka.khurana@indusearlyyears.com
http://www.indusschool.com/ielcwhitefield/
Facebook page:
https://[www.facebook.com/IELC-Whitefield-

667872989971323/
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