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Tina Bruce’s (2005) ‘Ten Principles of Best Practice’ provide a benchmark for early childhood education which 

reflects respect for children and their families, while demonstrating awareness and appreciation of diversity.  

1. The best way to prepare children for their adult life is to give them what they need as children.  

2. Children are ‘whole people.’ 

3. Areas of learning cannot be separated.  

4. Children learn best when they are respected as autonomous learners.  

5. Self-discipline is emphasized as the only kind of discipline worth having.  

6. There are times when children are especially able to learn particular things.  

7. What children can do (rather than what they cannot do) is the starting point of all learning.  

8. Environments (both indoor and outdoor) contribute to the children’s learning.  

9. Relationships with other people (both adults and children) are of central importance in a child’s 

life.  

10. Quality education is about three things; the child, the context in which learning takes place, and 

the knowledge and understanding which the child develops and learns.  

Dear Parents,  

As the academic year comes to a close, mixed emotions fill each of us here at IELC; 

pride in our students progress, a sense of accomplishment and a realization of how 

close we’ve grown to each child. This year has been a memorable journey for each of 

us, teachers and students alike, as we have learned from one another and 

experienced so much together. Thank you for being a part of our IELC family this past 

year dear parents; for participating in the curriculum and for showing your support and 

appreciating us each step of the way. We would not have been able to give the children 

the kind of quality care and education we aim to at IELC without your close 

collaboration and partnership.  

 

 

Aquatics Meet  

The aquatic meet on May 3rd, 2024, at the IELC Whitefield Swimming Pool was a 

vibrant display of young talent and enthusiasm. Our youngest swimmers showcased 

their skills in a fun relay race, while older participants demonstrated significant 



 

 

improvement and competitive spirit, particularly in the Freestyle event. The Backstroke 

races highlighted the impressive speed and technique of our athletes. The dedication 

and hard work of all participants were truly appreciable, making the event a memorable 

success. 

     

   

   



 

 

     

 

Spanish Assembly 

On May 9th, we held a Spanish Assembly where each grade presented unique 

performances that showcased their Spanish language skills through singing, 

speaking, and dancing. The event started with Grade 1 students performing a 

traditional Mexican dance called "La Raspa." With their energetic and enthusiastic 

moves, they set the Assembly in motion. 

Following this lively opening, the Nursery and Reception classes took the stage to sing 

two delightful songs, "En mi coche" and "Un pequeño dedo.” With their actions and 

singing, they proudly showcased their budding comprehension of the language. Prep 

1 continued the momentum by teaching the audience how to introduce themselves in 

Spanish through a cheerful song titled "¿Cómo te llamas?", where each child 

introduced themselves with increasing confidence. Prep 2 then performed a piece 

about "Mi tía Clementina," a character with a wide range of hobbies. With their singing 

and timely actions, they exhibited great comprehension of Spanish. Finally, Grade 1 

returned to close the show with an animal presentation, where they introduced various 

animals and spoke about their special qualities in Spanish, enriching everyone’s 

vocabulary and understanding of the language. 

 The assembly was a delightful celebration of learning, culture, and our students' 

enthusiasm and love for languages. 



 

 

     

   

 

Prep 2 Graduation 

Prep 2 graduation marks a significant milestone in a child's academic journey, 

celebrating their growth, achievements, and readiness for the next phase of education. 

It's a moment filled with pride and joy for both children and their families, as they reflect 

on the experiences and progress made throughout the year. During this ceremony, 

prep 2 children were recognized for their accomplishments, whether it's mastering 

basic literacy and numeracy skills or developing social and emotional competencies. 

This fosters a sense of accomplishment and self-esteem in young learners, instilling 

in them the confidence to tackle new challenges ahead. It also served as a memorable 

occasion for the teachers to acknowledge each child's unique strengths and 

contributions to the classroom community. As the Prep 2 children donned miniature 

caps and gowns, they embarked on a symbolic journey of growth and learning, paving 

the way for future academic success and lifelong curiosity. 



 

 

   

 

    



 

 

 

     

     

 

     

 



 

 

Social Emotional Learning @ IELC 

This month's SEL centred on courage and kindness, teaching students to be brave 

and believe in themselves. Stories were read, and activities were conducted to explore 

their fears and share real-life experiences. 

   

     

Story Telling 

To nurture the love for reading and creativity, IELC Whitefield arranged for a 

captivating story-telling session by Ms. Vidya Rakesh. The session was for all grades, 

including Nursery, Reception, Prep 1, Prep 2, and Grade 1. Using a delightful array of 

puppets, she brought each character to life with animated voices and expressive 

movements. The children were entranced, their eyes wide with wonder as they 

followed the adventures unfolding before them. Her animated performance and 

engaging narratives had the children spellbound, fostering a love for stories and 

imagination in every young listener. Ms. Vidya's engaging storytelling not only 

entertained but also nurtured a love for reading and creativity, leaving a lasting 

impression on the young audience across all grades. 



 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

News from the Classrooms 

Nursery 

The month of May has been fun filled for all of us. It was wonderful experience to see 

our little ones growing up so fast in front of our eyes. Children are so much more 

confident with expressing themselves. They have made friends and they even walk 

hand-in-hand during breaks now and help each other. This month we celebrated 

MOTHER’S Day where we made greeting cards for our mothers with ‘You are the best 

mom’ message for our dear moms. We also had a story teller come to school and tell 

interesting story to our little ones using lots of puppets.  

The month was filled with various fun art activities like making a nest on paper plates, 

stone painting, leaf painting and balloon painting.  



 

 

Children continued participating in various sensory activities like sand play, scooping 

& transferring of rice, sand play with vehicles and messy play with flour to make 

playdough of their own. 

 

 

Reception  

In Reception this year, we tried to implement Problem Based Learning through 

literature. Over the year many books were read and children were encouraged to 

identify the problems. Once the problem was identified, the children used their critical 

thinking skills, problem solving skills and prior knowledge to come up with suitable 

solutions. We tried to simulate the problem in the school setting and gave children 

many opportunities to test out their theories and ideas and together decide which 

solutions worked better. The four main stories which were used are; ‘The Rainbow 

Fish’, ‘Stuck’, ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and ‘The Water Princess’.   

This month we explored creativity through literature. We read two stories ‘Granny’s 

Tree Climbing’ Written by Ruskin Bond and ‘Little Vinayak’ Written by Shoba 

Vishwanath & Shilpa Ranade.  

The children listened to the first story with great enthusiasm which was followed by an 

interesting task of creating their own tree house with two different colors of clay (green 

and brown). It was amazing to see the wonderful creative structures made by the 

children. 

Likewise, for the second story, they created a model of ‘Little Vinayak’ with his super 

long trunk out of clay, it was really exciting to see how long they made his trunk. 

Inquiry-based learning 

Teachers set up an inquiry provocation table which had a bird’s nest with a bird and 

two eggs inside the nest. When the children came into class, they were thrilled to see 

a nest in the class and they had so many questions while exploring the table. The 



 

 

teachers noted down the questions which were later discussed during circle time. For 

the rest of the week, the children came up with different ideas to take care of the bird 

and her nest.  

It was creativity at its best in the Reception class!  

               

    

   



 

 

 

 

Prep 1 

Project-based learning (PBL) is a way of teaching where children learn by doing 

projects. In the early years, this means kids explore and learn about different topics 

through fun, hands-on activities and working together. This helps them understand 

things better and build important skills like creativity and teamwork. In Prep 1, our 

project-based learning was focused on the book “The Paper Dolls” as it covered 

various transdisciplinary learning. 

During the project, children made their own paper dolls, named them, and created 

jingles for them. They decorated the dolls and imagined different places the dolls could 

visit, explaining their choices. They shared stories about special activities they do with 

their mothers, creating a personal connection to the theme. Additionally, the children 

also described their favourite Prep 1 memory through art, inspired by the book's theme 

of childhood memories. They also played a game called "Chain Chain," which 

demonstrated the strength found in unity. These activities helped them understand the 

story better while encouraging creativity, personal expression, and the importance of 

working together. 

End of Unit Celebration: Our unit on "Materials," under the transdisciplinary theme 

of "How the World Works," began in April right after our spring break. The unit 

concluded on May 30, 2024, with an End of Unit Celebration. The children showcased 

their learning through hands-on experiments and took turns speaking about their 

learning journey. Their presentations highlighted what they had explored and 



 

 

discovered during the unit. It was wonderful to see how confident and independent 

they had become over the course of the year, as evidenced by the success of our End 

of Unit celebration. 

     

   

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

Prep 2 

This term, students work on a project over an extended period — from a week up to a 

semester — that engages them in solving a real-world problem or answering a 

complex question. As a result, students develop deep content knowledge as well as 

critical thinking, collaboration, creativity, and communication skills. Project-Based 

Learning unleashes a contagious, creative energy among students and teachers. 

This year in Prep 2, our focus was on conserving water in school as part of our 

Project Based Learning. This project was part of our unit on saving our resources. 

Our approach involved six key steps: 

1. First, the children conducted a thorough assessment of water usage throughout 

the school premises. 

2. Next, they took on the role of water monitors, specifically focusing on areas where 

water wastage was most prevalent. This included monitoring the dining hall, 

washrooms, garden, and kitchen areas over a period of three weeks. 

3. The children collected data from their observations and created a bar graph to 

visually represent the usage and wastage trends in different areas of the school. 

4. They designed and set up a display at the school gate to share their knowledge 

about water conservation with parents. 

5. Following this, the children delivered presentations to students of various grades, 

educating them on ways to save water within the school environment. 

6. Upon identifying the areas with the most significant water wastage, the children 

brainstormed and implemented practical solutions. These included fitting faucets with 

reduced water pressure, using soapy water and clean water in basins, and 

monitoring the kitchen staff to ensure water recycling for floor cleaning. 



 

 

Ultimately, the children took a pledge to continue their efforts in conserving water, 

and they hope to inspire others to do the same. 

 

     

 

Grade 1 

Grade 1 students this month were engaged in Project-Based Learning (PBL) 

initiative. Students embarked on an exploration of solar energy and its optimal uses 

in daily life. This project aimed to deepen students' understanding of renewable 

energy sources, foster collaborative learning, and encourage innovative thinking. 

The class discussions, guided by teachers and enriched by peer interactions, set 

the stage for in-depth group research. Each group identified a unique project to 

work on, resulting in the creation of a solar water heater, a solar cooker/oven, and 

a solar sundial.  

 

Further, Grade 1 students have been actively working on sustainable practices, 

especially in response to a recent water shortage crisis in Bangalore. They have 

brainstormed and implemented several ideas to support water conservation at 

school. For example, they have been turning off the tap while soaping their hands, 

emptying extra water from their bottles (before leaving school) into a bucket for 

watering plants, using watering cans instead of hose pipes for watering their sowed 

plants, encouraged to clear their plates using their spoon and fork instead of rinsing 

them and minimizing water usage in the washrooms. These efforts are not only 

helping conserve water but also promoted environmental awareness among the 

students. 

 

Students are eagerly awaiting to showcase their learning journey in their Student 

Led Conference next month! 

 



 

 

We  would like to thank our parents for your continued support in our students' 

learning journey. We are so proud to see our Grade 1 students grow and progress in 

the knowledge, their social and communication skills that will help them thrive at school 

and in life.  Indeed, we can already see them rising to their full potential and they have 

become more independent, confident and empathetic and have increased attention 

skills.  

Wishing each Grade 1 student All the Best! 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

So Long…Farewell… 

There’s no such thing as goodbyes and farewells when it comes to teachers...because 



 

 

their teachings forever stay in their student’s minds and hearts. We bid adieu to some 

of our teachers who are moving on due to personal reasons.  

Ms. Chinnu  - Wellness Counselor 

Ms. Prachi – Spanish Teacher 

Ms. Urvashi – Prep 1 Teacher 

Ms. Chandni – Nursery Teacher 

 

‘The Rhythm of IELC Whitefield’ 

What better way to celebrate an eventful year filled with learning and memorable 

experiences, than capturing it all in a yearbook. The 9th annual edition of the ‘The 

Rhythm of IELC Whitefield’ captures the myriad hues of the Centre, through 

contributions from all stakeholders - students, teachers and parents.  

It showcases the holistic approach of Early Years and Leadership, the vision of Indus. 

The online copy will be released on June 7th, 2024. We hope it will make for an 

engaging read and a treasured souvenir. 

 

Important dates in June and August 2024 

June 6th – Thursday – Student Led Conference – It will not be regular school day. 

Students will be coming along with their parents for the meeting. School buses will be 

not plying.  

 

June 7th – Friday – End of the year party – Normal school day 

 

June 8th – August 4th, 2024- Summer Holidays 

 

August 1st – Thursday – Curriculum Road Map Day (CRMD) 

 

August 5th – Monday – First day of school 

 

 

Warm regards and best wishes:  



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Priyanka Khurana   
Head of Centre 
Indus Early Learning Centre – Whitefield 
+919740297035 

+919739200007  
@ 
priyanka.khurana@indusearlyyears.com  
http://www.indusschool.com/ielcwhitefiel
d/  
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/IELC-

Whitefield-667872989971323/ 
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